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Rep. Kind Unveils Bold New Energy Plan to 
Address the Energy Needs of Today & Tomorrow  

EmPOWERing America: Taking control of our energy future 
 
Washington, DC – Upon releasing a report showing that gasoline prices in Wisconsin have risen 54 
percent - five times faster than the rate of inflation – in the last five years, U.S. Rep. Ron Kind (D-
WI) unveiled his 21st century energy strategy to meet America’s current and future energy needs, 
relieve the price pinch on consumers, reduce dependence on foreign oil, and reenergize our rural 
communities.  At the core of Rep. Kind’s energy plan is comprehensive legislation –the Bioenergy 
Innovation, Optional Fuel Utilization, and Energy Legacy (BIOFUEL) Act of 2006 (HR 5372) and 
the New Apollo Energy Act (HR 2828) - to challenge America to tap its natural resources, 
innovative spirit, and human capital to pursue a new era of security, prosperity and clean technology.   
 
“Wisconsin families are paying a small fortune for an irresponsible energy policy that has failed to 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil,” stated Rep. Kind.  “Our country needs a comprehensive and 
balanced energy plan with 21st century solutions to meet our current and future energy needs.  By 
marshalling our technological capital, utilizing our natural resources, and tapping the ingenuity of 
American people, we can chart a new course towards an independent and sustainable energy future.”   
 
Earlier this year, Rep. Kind held a roundtable with area farmers to discuss the promising role of 
agriculture in powering America’s energy future.  Since then, Kind has worked on producing 
legislation that will help America establish a renewable biofuel source within a decade. Towards that 
goal, the BIOFUEL Act includes measures to raise the renewable fuels mandate, require automakers 
to increase the percentage of flex-fuel vehicles, increase investment in biofuels research, and provide 
federal incentives to help locally-owned biofuel facilities compete with large oil companies. The New 
Apollo Act compliments BIOFUEL with new and innovative tax incentives, market-based 
assistance, and energy performance standards to develop new energy technologies.   

 
“I believe it is time our nation commits itself to kicking the fossil fuel import habit by replacing 
Middle East oil with Midwest grain and other ‘home grown’ renewable alternatives, such as ethanol 
and biodiesel,” stated Rep. Kind. “Our country’s agricultural fields are an untapped resource with 
the potential to fuel the future.  We have the resources and the interest right here in Wisconsin to 
help move us closer to energy independence, a goal which will benefit consumers, farmers, 
businesses, rural economies and the environment.” 
 

(more) 



 
The gasoline report released by Rep. Kind shows the rapid increase of gasoline prices in western 
Wisconsin and how drivers have been impacted.  The cost of gasoline has risen by 54% (from $1.88 
per gallon in May 2001 costs to $2.90 per gallon today) - a price increase that is five time faster than 
the rate of inflation over that period.  In 2006, Wisconsin families will use an estimated 2.7 billion 
gallons of gasoline-and will pay a total of $3.1 billion more than they would have paid in 2001; the 
average two-car family in Wisconsin will pay almost $1,600 more during 2006 than they would have 
paid in 2001. The full report as well as more detail on Congressman Kind’s energy plan can be 
viewed on Rep. Kind’s Web site: www. house.gov/kind. 
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